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Hateful as Nazi schemes for race improvements are to the American people 

they should be doing something about it here in America without delay . . . 

Not the race improvement that treat young people as if they were cattle, but 

race improvement by intelligent mating and competing parenthood. 
--Edith Cherry Johnson, 1942 

 

How is the problem of the inheritance of intelligence to be brought into relation 

to what is known about human genetics? Only by postulating a very large 

number of genes, the dominance relationships of which are unknown; by 

postulating very complex interdependence among these genes in relation to the 

development of the central nervous system; by conceding a very subtle 

continuous and important influence of environmental factors upon the 

development of the central nervous system, guided by these genetic 

contributions; [and] by defining quantitatively a way in which the genetic 

contributions may be compared with those due to variance in environmental 

factors. 
 --Dr. Gardner Murphy, 1954 

 



The prevalence of leisure-class values therefore favors the mating of 

these genetically less fit individuals, with the consequent perpetuation 

and intermingling of their traits with those of the hereditarily more 

adequate types. In these instances the selective process not only ceases 

to be selective but becomes actively dysgenic instead.  
--Dr. James Marrs, 1958 

 

Of the human resources as represented by our ancestors who explored 

and settled the country, enough has been said to show that they were 

desirable biologically, intellectually, and socially . . . The conservation 

of natural resources is a frequent topic for discussion today . . . But what 

of the conservation of human resources?  
--Dr. Aute Richards, 1960 

 

 



Eugenic Sterilization on the Southern Plains 

First Eugenic 
Sterilization Law 

(subsequent 
revisions) 

 

First Legal 
Sterilization 

 

Last Legal 
Sterilization 

Oklahoma 1931 (1931; 1935) mid-1930s 1955 

Kansas 1913 (1917) 1913 1961 

Nebraska  

(for comparison) 
1915 (1929; 1957) 1917 1963 

  As of January 1, 19331 As of December 31st, 19402 As of 19633 

  Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Rank 

Oklahoma 0 0 0 97 373 470 122 434 556 
20th 

Kansas 588 388 976 1415 929 2404 1759 1273 3032 
6th  

Nebraska 94 135 229 154 234 388 423 479 902 
14th  

Southern 

Plains 
682 523 1205 1666 1536 3262 2304 2186 4490 

  

%/Nation 

Total 
11.5% 10.6% 11%/ 11.2% 7.3% 9.1% ~630004 

  



Gardner Murphy Karl Menninger Corydon Granger 
Snyder 

“It is hardly likely that any normal person would have children if he knew in 
advance that the children would be handicapped in life by extreme 
homeliness.”  
 
Corydon Granger Snyder, Art and Human Genetics (Formerly, Marriage from the 

Standpoint of Art) (Chicago, 1952). Emphasis added. 
 



“[i]n fact it has been stated by scientists that 
in the not far distant future it may be 
necessary to breed a smaller race in order to 
offset the fast diminishing food supply.” 

 

“[i]t is, of course, possible to tell by certain 
measurements of the head, if one belongs to 
the Nordic, Semitic or other recognized 
types. It is also true that certain races have 
traits of character which are shared more or 
less by the majority of their people. Added 
to this is the fact that each race has physical 
characteristics peculiar to itself, there is a 
slight basis for character readings from that 
angle.” 



The prevalence of leisure-class values therefore  

favors the mating of these genetically less fit  

individuals, with the consequent perpetuation and intermingling of their 

traits with those of the hereditarily more adequate types. In these 

instances the selective process not only ceases to be selective but 

becomes actively dysgenic instead.  
 

--Dr. James Marrs, 1958 

 



Selection of Johnson’s articles and essays on 
eugenics and dysgenics appearing in the 

Daily Oklahoman, 1939-1960: 

“War, Its Engines Destroy Our Best,” May 27, 1939 
“Good and Evil in Cousin Marriage,” January 19, 1940 
“Look Before They Leap into Wedlock,” Dec 31, 1941 
“Beauty and Brains Do Go Together,” April 5, 1942 
“From Shirtsleeves to Shirtsleeves,” May 8, 1942 
“War Will Not Ruin Our Men,” August 9, 1942 
“For Finer Race,” September 29, 1942 
“Sons, Daughters Over-Powered by Parents,” Sep 26, 1943 
“Giving Child Good Chance,” March 12, 1948 
“From Whom do the Great Spring?” March 12, 1948 
“First Right of a Child,” May 13, 1949 
“For Marrying Three Ideals,” May 26, 1950 
“The Good Who Let Evil Prevail,” July 20, 1952 
“Young Genius Has Rights,” March 31, 1953 
“This Cause is Starved,” February 6, 1954 
“Our Debt to the Retarded,” February 28, 1956 
“The Family Tree, Its Fruit,” January 15, 1957 
“The Family Tree, Its Fruit,” February 11, 1958 
 



“As the people become increasingly  

enlighted they will give more  

thought to a child’s inalienable right  

to be well-born, well-loved and  

well-nurtured. When that day dawns  

husbands and wives will plan for  

their children and then, barring accidents, 

take good care of them and give them a 

decent start. Parents will  

be rated not by the number of children 

their produce, but the quality of their  

boys and girls.” 

 

 
Edith Johnson, “First Right of a Child,” Daily Oklahoman, May 13, 1949.  

Edith Cherry Johnson 



“When Lenin was asked, ‘What was most 
helpful to you and the communists in 
overthrowing the republican government 
set up in Russia after the revolution?’ he 
replied, ‘The weakness of our opponents. 
If in 1917 there had been in Petrograd a 
few thousand men who knew what they 
wanted and who were ready to fight we 
communists would not have come into 
power . . . What a shocking sin of omission 
was committed by the ‘few thousands.’ 
Not one ‘Third Man,’ so it seems, was 
there to lead them [the anti-Leninists]. Not 
one man of determination and high 
courage to direct them in revolt.”  

Edith Johnson, “The Good Who Let Evil Prevail,” Daily 
Oklahoman, July 20, 1952. 

The Third Man 
must come from 
“good stock.” 



“What a shocking sin of omission was committed 
by the ‘few thousands.’ Not one ‘Third Man,’ so it 
seems, was there to lead them [the anti-Leninists]. 
Not one man of determination and high courage to 
direct them in revolt. Most of those ‘few 
thousands’ must have been good people. But too 
intent upon their personal affairs and their ‘cards 
and custards’ as Emerson would put it; and at the 
same time so lacking in insight and vision as not to 
realize the terrible calamity about the fall upon 
them and shut them off from the rest of the world . 
. . [C]oncerned with their jobs, their profits, their 
little circles of friends, their comings and goings, 
their recreations and amusements, they oftener 
than not are unaware of minority groups who are 
dedicated to the destruction of the very things that 
good people everywhere hold dear. And if tragedy 
overtakes them, none could be more surprised.” 

Edith Johnson, “The Good Who Let Evil Prevail,” Daily 
Oklahoman, July 20, 1952. 



In the 1920s, Richards spent much of his time 
publishing studies on cell division in the eggs of 
specific gasteropods, cleavage rates in the 
reproduction of Fundulus, the generation of 
germ cells in domestic fowl, and the histology of 
frog kidneys during periods of hibernation. He 
also found time decade to serve as director of 
the Oklahoma Biological Survey organizing field 
work in conjunction with local high schools and 
smaller institutions of secondary education 
alike, and advocate for more public awareness of 
and interaction with the great leaps the 
biological sciences had made by the end of the 
first quarter of the twentieth century.  

Dr. Aute Richards, 
University of Oklahoma 

“Our natural resources are not to be looked upon as private 
property alone. The land belongs to us but we also belong to the 
land and each must care for the other.” 
 

Aute Richards, “The Present Crisis,” Bios 7, no. 3 (October 1946): 141. 



“That the greatness of the American nation is primarily dependent 
upon the human stock which established it and upon the natural 
resources of the land was earlier mentioned in this discussion. Of the 
human resources as represented by our ancestors who explored and 
settled the country, enough has been said to show that they were 
desirably biologically, intellectually, and socially. In late years the 
nation has been conscious that its natural resources were becoming 
depleted, a process especially hastened by war. The conservation of 
natural resources is a frequent topic for discussion today . . . But 
what of the conservation of human resources? . . . By all means, 
civilization must come to view the materials upon which it thrives 
with the scientific habit of mind, if its future is to afford any degree 
of security or confidence. 

Aute Richards, “Biological Engineering,” 
Bios 23, no. 4 (Dec. 1952) 

“Dewey’s belief that the future of civilization requires the deeply 
ingrained use of the scientific habit of mind is justified and 
becomes an insistent challenge whenever many aspects of the 
current life of the nation are studied.” 

Aute Richards, “The Spirit and Habit of 
Science,” Bios  31, No. 4 (Dec., 1960) 



Eugenics on the Southern Plains 

Kansas Board of Public Health 
Campaign 1920s 

Kansas Memory Collection, Kansas State Historical Society 

Eugenics Exhibit at 
Kansas State Fair 1929 

American Philosophical Library 

Vogue article on the 
future of reproduction 

1939 
Cogdell, Christina. Eugenic Design: 
Streamlining America in the 1930s. 

Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 2004.  

 


